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EDITORIAL COMMENT 

ANOTHER WAR-TIME CHRISTMAS 

We are almost in danger of forgetting the stirring events that are 
making history, our minds have grown so used to the thought of 
strife, of loss, of suffering. If the horrors of war remained acute to 
our senses, we should be unable to endure the long continued carnage 
or to carry on our allotted tasks, yet we do not wish to grow indifferent 
or callous. Christmas is a season of peace and good will, above all 
other times of year, yet we must not shut out of our hearts those 
whose Christmas is so strange and unusual. That the Christ Child 
can enter the trenches and walk between the lines of armies is shown, 
by the many stories that came back to us last year of soldiers agree- 
ing to a truce that they might sing Christmas carols, open their pack- 
ages from home or even rejoice in a little Christmas tree. Can not each 
of us make her own Christmas a happier one by contributing some- 
thing for the comfort of the soldiers or their families? The Red Cross 
will forward impartially funds or supplies to any destination; and it is 
our most reliable agency, the one with which our affiliation as Red 
Cross nurses makes us familiar. Let us give a little of our cheer to 
those so in need abroad and then look to the others nearer home who 
may be dependent on us for bringing the true Christmas spirit to them. 

A JOURNAL LOSS 

It is with great regret that we announce the resignation from the 
Journal staff of Miss M. E. Cameron of New York City. For twelve 
years Miss Cameron has edited the department of Book Reviews, giv- 
ing our readers, in a few keen sentences, the characteristic features of 
each volume sent her for consideration. 

If anyone thinks it is easy to write book reviews, she should try it. 
The first few books considered would doubtless be interesting to read 
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or to write about, but after a time she would find herself falling into a 
rut, dismissing several volumes on the same subject with similar com- 
ment, failing to discriminate or to catch the distinctive features. The 
books reviewed may be interesting or they may be heavy; whichever 
they are, Miss Cameron's comments on them have never been dull. 
One has liked to read her department for the pleasure of knowing 
what she has to say, quite apart from the desire to be informed on the 
latest nursing literature. To write book reviews, one must first read 
the books, and we cannot wonder that after so long continued a diet 
of medical and nursing literature our reviewer longs for more leisure 
to devote to other themes. 

Miss Cameron has been much appreciated as a member of the 
Journal staff, for her material never failed to appear or to be of almost 
exactly the right length for the space allotted her. Summer vaca- 
tions in Canada brought no break; the reviews came ahead of time, 
if necessary, but they always came. Her successor has not yet been 
chosen. 

We believe the thousands of Journal readers who have depended 
on Miss Cameron's judgment as a guide in their reading and purchase 
of books will wish to join us in regret at her resignation and in warm- 
est good wishes for her welfare. 

MATTERS OF INTEREST TO ALL NURSES 

During the early days of November, meetings of the directors of the 
three national organizations of nurses were held in New York at which 
were discussed matters of interest to all of our affiliated organizations, 
on which our readers will like to be informed. 

Reorganization. The Revision Committee reports that more than 
half of the state associations are known to be engaged in readjusting 
their state and local work so as to bring all in harmony with the plans 
of the national. Probably many other states are also at work but 
have not yet sent in definite reports to that effect. We may expect 
to have, at Philadelphia, very definite reports and suggestions as a 
result of the year's effort. Illinois and New York have had the inspira- 
tion of Miss Goodrich's presence. Four states, Indiana, Missouri, 
Kansas and Nebraska, had the good fortune to have Miss Deans 
present at their annual meetings to interpret for them the plans of 
the Revision Committee and to show them how they could be adapted 
to their needs. Miss Sly has had many requests for her personal help 
which she had been unable to meet, but no association has appealed 
in vain for her written advice; and she has had a busy summer and 
fall, reading present by-laws, thinking out new plans and answering 
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numerous questions in her clear and thorough way. The directors 
would like to suggest to the various state and local committees on 
revision that they should send postage when asking for advice. This 
would not be a heavy expense for each association but it would lighten 
the heavy bills of the Revision Committee. The gratifying feature 
of the work, as thus far reported, is that all the workers are anxious 
to cooperate and are doing everything in their power to make their 
plans conform to what seems to be for the good of the whole. Tennes- 
see, because of its rather unusual feature of organization, is even now 
ready to come into the American Nurses' Association under the new 
plan. Formerly three district associations, covering the whole state, 
and one state association were represented in our membership. Now 
the district associations have withdrawn and will be represented through 
the state association which is formed of the three district associations. 

The National Charter. Miss Delano reported her interview with 
the chairman of the District Committee of the House of Representa- 
tives which will have our bill for a national charter in its hands as soon 
as Congress convenes. She urged the necessity of reaching the mem- 
bers of this District Committee with requests for a favorable consider- 
ation of our bill, especially through influential men all over the country. 

The Convention. The plans given by Miss Clayton for the pro- 
gramme for the next convention promise a week full of interest and 
education for every nurse in whatever branch of the work she may 
be engaged. The insistent demand for many subjects on the pro- 
gramme has made the committee decide that this year there must be 
some overlapping of sessions, which all will regret, but as one delegate 
to last year's convention said in her report, "We cannot blame the 
Programme Committee for making the sessions so interesting that we 
all want to go to everything." The date has been fixed as April 25- 
May 2, so nurses may begin now to plan their vacations to include 
this week in Philadelphia. There are always many things to be taken 
into consideration in fixing the date of the convention: railroad rates, 
the kind of weather to be expected in the city chosen, the time of year 
when examinations and commencement exercises are in progress, the 
time of month when reports must be made up, etc. This year the 
date was fixed by the fact that the Bellevue-Stratford Hotel, the only 
one adequate for housing the convention, had only this one week to 
spare for us, so other considerations had to be put aside. 



188 The American Journal of Nursing 

HEALTH INSURANCE 

This is a comparatively new subject for discussion in nursing circles 
in this country. Last spring it was brought to the notice of some of 
our members that bills on this subject were being introduced in several 
state legislatures which would probably apply to nurses as well as to 
other workers, and a joint committee was appointed from our three 
national bodies with a view to seeing whether nurses could not be 
excluded from such legislation. To the surprise of all, including the 
committee members, the report they gave at the recent directors' 
meetings was strongly in favor of having nurses included. We shall 
hope later to state at greater length why these committee members 
changed their minds, but we wish now to say that the directors after 
hearing their report felt it sufficiently important to urge all state 
associations to make a study of the subject, to include it in their pro- 
grammes for discussion and to have, if possible, a speaker to present 
it. 

THE RELIEF FUND 

It seems to the editors of this magazine that the Relief Fund has 
been explained over and over again, almost to the weariness of our 
readers, yet still there comes to us the request, Can't you tell us what 
it is? 

The Relief Fund of the American Nurses' Association was estab- 
lished in 1911. It now amounts to nearly $18,000 and this sum has 
been contributed almost wholly in small sums by nurses themselves, 
a favorite method being a pledge of $1 a year for three years. The 
fund is managed by a special committee of the national association, 
known as the Relief Fund Committee, all of whose actions are re- 
ported to and are ratified by the directors of the American Nurses' 
Association. This national committee is now being aided by State 
Relief Fund Committees which are rapidly being formed to have over- 
sight of the work in their own territory. 

The Relief Fund is in no sense a pension fund. The fact that a 
person has contributed to it does not necessarily entitle her to its aid 
nor does the fact that she had not contributed, debar her from its 
benefits. The committee is keeping within the income of the fund, 
and in considering applications for aid it is guided by the amount 
available for use, as well as by the needs of the applicant. In every 
instance where help is granted, the local association to which a nurse 
belongs is expected to do all in its power to help her, in addition to 
what the Relief Fund can give. From this it will be seen that the 
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Relief Fund does not interfere in any way with local benefit or pension 
funds, that it is intended to supplement these rather than to take 
their place. 

Possibly a few extracts from letters regarding the fund may illus- 
trate better than any words of ours can do, the spirit in which the 
fund is administered and in which it is accepted. 

From an applicant: "I received (the check) and I certainly appre- 
ciate it, it is the first help I've received since I've been sick, which will 
be two years next month. I've never been in a position before where 
Fve had to accept help." 

From an association: "I wish I could make it clear to you how 
really rich we feel by your sending this check, not alone in money but 
also by the fraternal feeling it portrays. It reassures us to better 
endeavor, toward a higher standard in the nursing field, for through 
it we feel the fellowship of other workers. I believe this Relief Fund 
has a two-fold mission: that of direct financial help, as in this case of 

, and also it shows a definite aim to the 'doubting Thomas' who 

has failed to see the need of nursing organization." 

From an association: "Miss *s case is an example of what co- 
operation will accomplish. It has done much to make our alumnae 
members feel the pulse of the national organization and that they are 
a vital part of the great whole." 

THE ROBB MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIPS 

The Robb Memorial Fund Committee wishes to receive more ap- 
plications for scholarships from nurses in all parts of the country, not 
because it h&s a greatly increased number of scholarships to bestow, but 
because it wishes to have the fund used for the help of those who will 
make best use of it for the good of their profession and ultimately for 
the public. The more applications there are, the more wisely can they 
be bestowed. 

The applicant must be a graduate nurse, a member of the American 
Nurses' Association, well-recommended by those who know her char- 
acter, her accomplishments and her possibilities. She must have had a 
full high school course or its equivalent and her professional training 
must have been in a school recognized as satisfactory by the state in 
which it is located. The scholarship provides the tuition required in 
one of the places of study selected by the committee for preparation 
for administrative work in hospital or training school, in the public 
health field or in dietetics. It does not provide for maintenance, which 
amounts to about $400 in any of the courses selected. A nurse should 
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not apply for a scholarship unless she can provide this additional amount 
required for her personal use during the scholastic year. The fact 
that her income ceases while she is studying makes the period an ex- 
pensive one, even though she have obtained the scholarship, but the 
sacrifice often involved is well worth while when we consider the crying 
need for better prepared instructors in all branches of nursing work. 

A VALUED ADDITION TO PUBLIC HEALTH LITERATURE 

There have been fewer additions to the literature of public health 
nursing than to any other branch of our work, probably because public 
health nursing is our youngest child and our nurses have been too busy 
trying to grapple with the tremendous problems involved in its swift 
growth, to sit down and write about it. Miss Foley's little manual, 
originally prepared for her own staff of nurses, has been in constant 
demand, and there are many inquiries for the book on school nursing 
for which we are still waiting. Possibly the illness which has kept 
Mary S. Gardner of Providence a prisoner for a year or two was a 
blessing in disguise, to her profession, if not to herself, for it has given 
her the leisure to think and to write the book so needed on public 
health nursing. The volume is not yet out of press, so we cannot speak 
from an actual perusal of it, but we understand from the announce- 
ments that it covers more ground than does Miss Foley's little manual, 
that it deals with the vexed question of how to organize, and that it 
will soon become an indispensable reference book. Knowing Miss 
Gardner's clear and interesting manner of writing, from the addresses 
she has prepared as president of the National Organization for Public 
Health Nursing, we can confidently predict that the book will prove 
interesting reading. It will add to our enjoyment to know that Miss 
Gardner's health at last allows her to return to active nursing service 
where she will find herself most welcome. 

FRAUDULENT AGENTS 

We have heard recently of two instances of pupil nurses being 
swindled by an agent purporting to represent the American Journal 
of Nursing. Superintendents are urged to warn their pupils against 
men who are unknown to them and who come to the training school 
to solicit subscriptions. Our agents are in all cases nurses well known 
in their communities. Safety lies in sending subscriptions directly 
to the Journal's Rochester office or in putting them in the hands of 
a nurse who can show credentials authorizing her to act for the Journal. 



